According to the board of directors of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, com pensation for physicians who provide on-call services is "et hical ." Other specia lty socie ties have made forma l statements linking such compensation with healthcare quality, The American Acade my of Neurology, for examp le, "be lieves that patients and comm unities will have better access to neurologist services for stroke and other illnesses when neurologis ts are reimbursed for being on call." There are many reaso ns that otolaryngologists should be compe nsated for provi ding care to unassigned patien ts in hospitals and other facilities:
• Physicians must pay increase d costs for liabilit y insurance to cover these facilities. • It is inequitable to require some specialists within a specialty to cover these calls while excluding others who are subspecialists.
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